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Although this park is a bit small, it is special

by picturesque nature and remarkable 

geographical phenomenon that has shaped

up its limestone range in different ways.

Waterfalls, cliffs and enormous cave where

river runs through, as well as natural bridge

undermined by river, make the park a

remarkable place worth a visit. Artifacts of

Burmese and Japanese Army found also

added historical value to this small park of

59 square kilometres area.

History

After establishing the Tham Than Lot Forest Park

in 1974, the Royal Forestry Department has surveyed

and amazingly found that this park had special 

landscape, particularly the cave undermined by river.

Besides great deal of wildlife, there were historical

artifacts of Burmese and Japanese Army once 

roaming through the forest. Therefore, the park was

upgraded into the countryûs 17
th

National Park by

1980.

Ancient artifacts found in the park such as, 

skeletons, weapons and sacred items, had proven

that the area once was roamed by Burmese and

Siamese Army. King Rama I, founder of Chakri

Dynasty, had led his army to fight against the

Burmese troops many time in Kanchanaburi.

Therefore, to honor him, the national park board has

approached his Majesty the King Bhumiphol, asking

for royal permission to rename the park after the

name of King Rama I. Finally, the park was renamed

into Chaloem Rattanakosin National Park by his

Majesty the King.

Geography

Limestone mountain range, with Khao

Kamphaeng crest as the highest peak at 1,260

metres above sea level, dominates most area. The

watershed forest originates Mae Klong River.

Climate 

The park has hot and humid climate with annual

rainfall of 1,146 millimetres. In summer, from March

to April, the temperature can rise to 38 degrees

Celsius and drop to 17 degrees in winter from

December to January.

Flora and fauna 

Tropical evergreen forest, mixed deciduous forest,

Getting there 

❚ The park is total 196 kilometres from Bangkok.

From Downtown Kanchanaburi, tourist can head

for Sri Nagarindra Dam. Then, turn right at Lat Ya

Market, 16 kilometres away, to Amphoe Bo Phloi.

Continue traveling ofr 32 kilometres until reaching

Nong Prue, from there the park is 18 kilometres

away.
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National Park

to Dan Chang

Khao Lek

Tham Than Lot Yai

Namtok Tri Trueng 

Tham Than Lot Noi

Namtok Than Ngoen-Than Thong 

Namtok Slider 

Khao
Kamphaeng

Headquarters

Nong
Prue

to Kanchanaburi

V160 M5 9/19/06, 5:27 PM160

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004 - 2007
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor



C
e
n
tra

l&
E
a
st

161National Parks in The Central and East

deciduous dipterocarp and bamboo forest occupy most
area. Lush and rich forest houses various kinds of
plant including Hopea odorata, Dipterocarpus alatus,
Afzelia xylocarpa, Pterocarpus macrocarpus,
Lithocarpus spp. and Styrax sp.. 

Abundant food and water sources, as well as well
protection, allow wildlife to roam the park. Wildlife
often found in the park includes Malayan Sun Bear,
Banteng, Guar, Serow, Sambar Deer, Common
Muntjak, Asian Elephant, Pig-tailed Macaque, White-
handed Gibbon and great variety of bird such as
Silver Pheasant, Greater Coucal, Striped Tit-Babbler,
Scally-breasted Partridge, Ashy Drongo and Bulbul. 

The park is also habitat of rare animal, Giant
Toad, the toad-like animal which barks like dog,
which live by the stream and Tham Than lot or Than
Lot Cave. 

Attractions

◆ Than Lot Noi Cave.Undermined by a stream,
the cave is some 300 metres long and 10 metres
high. Its entrance is around 25 metres wide.
Glistering stalagmites decorate the whole cave. The
stream running through the cave pull down the 
temperature, make it comfortable to pay visit. From
the Than Lot Noi cave, there is a trail leading to
Than Lot Yai Cave.

◆ Than Lot Yai Cave.The two kilometres trail on
natural bridge from Than Lot Noi Cave leads to this
bigger cave. Lots of ancient skeletons found in the

area has proven that once ancient people had liven
here.

◆ Waterfalls.There are a number of beautiful
waterfalls in the park such as Tri Trueng Waterfall
that cascades through 3 steps. The waterfall is just
1.5 kilometres from the headquarters. Another very
beautiful waterfall is Than Ngoen which runs through
7 steps.

◆ Ancient weapons,skeletons and sacred items
scatter around the parkûs territory, proofing that once
Burmese Army had made their way through this area
to defeat Ayutthaya kingdom. During the World War
II, the Imperial Japanese Army has used this route
as well.
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